Cooling the heat on climate: Do
Plain-spoken scientists result in
better public understanding?
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Jandic glacier to lose its status as a glacier.
years all our glaciers are expected to follow the same path.
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hat is happening and what needs to be done.
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https://www.huffpost.com/entry/ok-iceland-glacier-monument_n_5d34408de4b004b6adbl1b7e
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“Instead, we need to tell stories that connect with
people. We can and should convey complex
ideas. We just need to use simple language. I'm
not saying people are stupid. I'm saying we all
connect better when we can easily read things. |
am a scientist but my brain also shuts off when |
start to read an article full of jargon. So I'm going
to repeat what I've just written, which also
happens to be my mantra as a science writer:

Simple Language, Complex ldeas.”
Melinda Smith, Ph.D.

Neuroscientist

From Sept. 5, 2019 blog https://www.sciencegeekmel.com/post/simple-
lanquaage-complex-concepts
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Credit: Richard C.J. Sommerville, Susan Joy Hassol/Climate Communication “Communicating the Science of Climate

Change” Physics Today, October 2011



"Climate change is going to show up everywhere," says Heidi Roop,
lead scientist for science communication at University of Washington.
For Roop and her family, it comes down to finding the safest place. "Where
are we going to be able to be least exposed to some of the harms that we
will face from climate change, from those bigger impacts like sea level rise
and extreme heat?" she asks.

Business Insider Aug. 19, 2019 Climate change experts agree on the last place they'd invest for the future: waterfront property
https://www.businessinsider.com/why-not-buy-waterfront-property-climate-change-experts-2019-8






Americans’ confidence that scientists act in the public
interest is up since 2016

% of U.S. adults who say they have a great deal or fair amount of confidence
in each of the following groups to act in the best interests of the public

Medical K-12 public
The military Scientists scientists school principals
87
79 80 83 82 84 80 77
LI :JI
A fair amount
Jun Feb Dec Jan ‘16 '18 '18 '19 '16 19 16 18 '19
16 '18 18 '19
Religious leaders The news media Business leaders Elected officials

48 47

37 135

Jun Feb Dec Jan 16 '18 '18 '19 16 '18 '18 '19 16 '18 '18 '19
16 18 18 '19

“Trust and Mistrust in Americans’ Views of
Scientific Experts” 2019 Pew Research Center
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“Using plain language makes sense because it minimizes
any misunderstanding and confusion at the time an
emergency is called,” said Betty Chu, Henry Ford’'s associate
chief clinical officer and chief quality officer. “That leads to
iIncreased safety for our patients, our visitors and our team
members. It also creates a consistent standard for
emergency alerts across all of our facilities.”

http://www.thenewsherald.com/news/plain-language-in-color-codes-out-at-henry-ford-
wyandotte/article_4e4d9a8c-b308-11e9-8dce-477719d54e9f.html
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